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IT IS FINISHED
We here at CTA pray that the materials in this guide will help pastors and other church leaders prepare each worshiper
to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection victory on Easter Sunday. Such celebration can become more deeply meaningful
when God’s people set aside time in the weeks leading up to Easter to study the Scriptures and meditate on all Jesus
has done for us, personalizing it in our hearts and lives. This meditation invites us to look to the cross, to consider the
empty tomb. May you and all who hear these sermons grow closer to our Savior this Easter season!
Each sermon is followed by a set of questions suitable for sparking discussion among the adults or youth in your
church. If your worship is more informal, these may be used in the worship setting itself. Or you may use them
immediately following the service if that’s more appropriate in your setting.
Alternatively, you may want to use the questions in small-group Bible study or cell groups that meet in homes during
the week. They will work well in those settings, too.
In addition to the material here, these value-priced CTA gifts will help every member and visitor take the Resurrection
message home:
• It Is Finished Devotional Prayer Journal (Item #FINXXPJ) is designed for
daily use by families and individual members of your congregation. It
will help members and visitors think more deeply about what Jesus
did for them on the cross as, day by day, they prepare their hearts to
celebrate his resurrection victory.

• Pewter Cross-Shaped Bookmark (Item #FINXXRBK)

• Nail with Cross-Shaped Bookmark (Item #FINXXCBK)
• Spanish—Nail with Cross-Shaped Bookmark (Item #FINXXCBKSP)

• Magnet (Item #FINXXMT)

• Pocket Coin (Item #FINXXPC)
God bless your Easter preparation and celebration!
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Sermon 1: Forgive

Introduction

No te s

As we begin walking together along the road that leads to our Savior’s cross, grave,
and empty tomb, we consider the sacrifice and suffering of Jesus. This year, as we make
that journey, we will follow a series titled “It Is Finished.” Each week, we will ponder one
of the seven “Last Words” Jesus spoke from cross. This week we will focus on the first
“word,” the words of Jesus recorded for us in Luke 23:34, “Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do.”
In a family with children, two words often echo across the house: “Not me!”
“Who left their dirty clothes in the bathroom?” A chorus of voices replies, “Not me!”
“Who tracked mud through the house with size 8 sneakers?” “Not me!”
“Who emptied the milk carton and put it back in the refrigerator?” “Not me!”
“Who dropped these French fries in the back seat of the van? They’re fossils.” “Not me!”
This is a universal syndrome, one that is not limited to families with children. Adults
say “Not me” as well, only in more subtle or sophisticated ways. We have an aversion
to accepting blame and responsibility. We regularly cover up, hide, blame others, fake,
and deny. “Not me” has a long heritage in human history, one going all the way back to
the first man and woman.

Getting to the Heart
God walked through the Garden of Eden after Adam and Eve disobeyed him. The man
said, “The woman made me do it.” The woman said, “The serpent made me do it.” It was
the world’s first case of “Not me.”
At Jesus’ passion, a parade of people denied their guilt. The Chief Priests wanted Jesus
punished and disposed of. But they didn’t want blood on their hands, so they passed
Jesus’ case on to the Roman governor Pontius Pilate. They said, “Jesus is disturbing the
peace. It’s not us. He’s to blame!” A classic case of “Not me.”
On the night Jesus was arrested, someone said to Peter, “You know the man from
Nazareth, don’t you? You were with him, one of his disciples!” Peter denied it, saying, “I
don’t know the man.” “Not me.”
Pontius Pilate was reluctant to kill Jesus, knowing he was innocent. But rather than risk
a riot, and to please the religious leaders, he allowed the execution. He took a bowl of
water, dipped his hands in it, and said, “I am innocent of this man’s blood.” “Not me.”
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Sermon 1: Forgive
(continued)

We must admit that we all have joined the chorus, “Not me.” The truth about our guilt is
painful. If I’m at fault, then I have to bear the consequences of my fault. And that hurts.
Guilt and shame burden our hearts, so we say, “Not me.” But Good Friday is about truth,
honesty, and being real. You can’t look at the cross and say, “Not me.” Standing before
our Lord, there is no hiding, no passing blame, no self-righteousness, no faking, no
cover-up.
The cross compels us to say, “It’s me.” I ignored someone I love. It’s me. I spoke those
nasty words. It’s me. I broke my promise. I lied. I started the fight. I acted like a selfrighteous hypocrite. I looked at what I shouldn’t have. I loved my job and money more
than God and people. I have avoided God and his will. I have been stuck in selfish
ways. It’s me.
As he died a very public, very painful death, our Lord Jesus said something remarkable
to his heavenly Father about his murderers: “Father, forgive them,” Jesus prayed, “for
they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). Jesus did not say, “Damn them.” He said,
“Forgive them.” Jesus did didn’t say, “Not me.” Instead he said, “It’s me. I’ll take the blame.
I’ll take the hit. I’ll bear the fault and pay for the offense. Forgive them.”

Taking It Home
There’s a leadership saying that goes like this: “True leadership is taking responsibility
for things that aren’t your fault.” Jesus took full responsibility when it was your fault.
Jesus said, “It’s me,” when you said, “Not me.” Jesus took the blame when you denied it.
At the cross, Jesus said, “It’s me. Put it on my back.”
The cross convicts you today. It’s compels you to say, “It’s me.” No more covering up or
passing blame. It’s your sin. It’s your mess. It’s your fault. We all must look at the cross
and say, “It’s me.” What sins must you confess this day? What failings have you been
hiding? What mistakes must you take ownership of?
But at the same time, we must hear Jesus say, “It’s me. I stand in your place, assuming
the punishment for your sins.” Jesus bears the sins of the whole world on his back. And
there’s even enough room on his back for you. For your sin, fault, and offense. Jesus
said, “It’s me” so he could say to you, “You’re free.” Consider the freedom from guilt
and shame Jesus graciously won for you at the cross. Consider the height and depth,
the length and breadth of God’s love, love that would take your guilt upon himself.
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Questions to Accompany It Is Finished Sermon 1
Week 1—Forgive

1. Think of a time when a friend or family member feigned innocence, a time when someone claimed, “Not me! I
didn’t do it!”
• Without naming names, summarize the situation. Then speculate on why the person denied guilt.

• Did you believe the claim of innocence? Why or why not?

• Now think about a time when you yourself denied guilt, even though you were guilty. What led you to insist on
your innocence? (There’s no need to explain the circumstances; just talk about your motives.)

• In general, what would you suggest as the top three reasons people avoid accepting responsibility for
wrongdoing?

2. Many individuals in the Bible denied their guilt, claiming, “Not me!” The sermon called out Adam and Eve, the Chief
Priests, Pontius Pilate, and Peter.
• Can you name other individuals from the Bible who belong on this list, too?

• With which of these characters do you most identify? Explain.
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Questions to Accompany It Is Finished Sermon 1
Week 1—Forgive
(continued)

3. Christians who observe the season of Lent (the six weeks leading up to Easter Sunday) often see it as a time for selfexamination and “truth telling.”
• Why is it important for Christians always to practice intentional honesty as we confess our sins to God?

• Why then might we set aside special times and seasons for honest confession?

4. Share your thoughts on the adage “True leadership is taking responsibility for things that aren’t your fault.”
• Have you ever known a leader who practiced this? Explain briefly.

• What was the result of this leadership style among those who followed a leader like this?

• In what ways does this adage describe our Lord Jesus? In what ways has your Savior’s willingness to assume your
guilt changed you?

5. Set Jesus’ words of forgiveness in their context by reading the surrounding verses from Luke 23:26–43. How does
this context make his words, “forgive them,” even more remarkable?

As you leave today, pray with and for one another. Share personal prayer requests. Ask the Holy Spirit to draw each of
you closer to Christ and to one another as you prepare to celebrate the Savior’s resurrection.

© 2020 CTA, Inc. ctainc.com Permission to make photocopies or reproduce by any other mechanical or electronic means is granted and is
intended for use within a church or other Christian organization, but not for resale.
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Sermon 2: Salvation

Introduction

No te s

Countless TV shows and movies focus on “getting the bad guy.” I think of the 1980s
version of MacGyver because lately I’ve been watching reruns. MacGyver was famous
for never using weapons, only his ingenuity. He could save the day with a paper clip,
duct tape, and a piece of gum. Regardless of MacGyver’s method, by the end of every
episode, the bad guy got what he deserved. In the past few years, the idea and title
character have made a comeback that has lasted for several seasons. A brand-new
MacGyver invents new ways week by week to “get the bad guy.”
Cop shows. Courtroom dramas. War movies. Whatever the setting, we love it when
the bad guy gets what’s coming to him. That’s because we all have an inborn sense of
justice. We all realize that when someone does something wrong, he or she must pay.

Getting to the Heart
The thief on the cross appeared to be one of the “bad guys.” He had been found guilty
of a serious crime and was justly sentenced to die. He was getting what he deserved.
In a short plea for mercy, he said to Jesus, “Remember me when you come into your
kingdom” (Luke 23:42).
Jesus’ response to this prayer (verse 43) must have surprised him. If we think about it, it
surprises us, too: “Today you will be with me in paradise,” Jesus said.
What? That’s not right! How does a guilty and convicted criminal receive mercy in his last
hours on earth?
The scale has long been a symbol of justice. When a wrong has been committed, the
scale tips to one side. Justice seeks to balance the scale, keeping things fair. A price
must be paid to even everything out, to bring about balance. A score must be settled.
A debt must be paid. A wrong must be righted.
We know very little about the thief who hung, dying, next to Jesus. We don’t even
know his name. The Bible simply gives him the label criminal (Luke 23:32, 39). Jesus’
words to this criminal challenge our sense of justice. How can Jesus justly give him a
“ticket to paradise”? For free? No questions asked? If this were a cop show on TV, we
would be disappointed that “the bad guy got away”!
Here we get to the heart of the Christian hope. The truth is that for every one of us,
the scale always tips in the wrong direction. It never balances. The verdict “Guilty!” is as
true of the criminal behind bars as it is of the pastor in the pulpit. We can try to balance
the scale, hoping that our good deeds will make up for our misdeeds, but it never
works. None of us can truly maintain the balance of justice before God.
Justice demands that someone pay. God intended the Old Testament sacrificial system
to demonstrate this. Sin had to be paid for. Restitution must be made. A life for life.
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Sermon 2: Salvation
(continued)

Blood for blood. The Bible puts it this starkly: “The soul who sins shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4).
That’s how the scales of justice are balanced.
That was the verdict on your life. Justice demanded your life as payment . . . until Jesus
stepped in. On the cross he paid for you. He is your propitiation—the blood sacrifice
that frees you from your guilt before God. We might think that the thief is the bad guy
who gets what’s coming to him, but instead of the thief paying for his wrongs, Jesus
paid.
“Today you will be with me in paradise.” This short sentence is a monumental promise!
It means there is salvation, even for bad guys. For you. For me. Jesus hung on the cross
between two criminals. He is the innocent One among the guilty, the saint among
sinners. This was and is Jesus’ mission, to seek and save the lost.
If we are ever tempted to think that salvation belongs only to the deserving, that
Jesus came only for good people, we need only look to Calvary. Jesus’ promise to the
criminal on the cross proves that for God, there is no such thing as a lost cause. No
one is beyond his power to save. God’s grace is big enough to include those who have
wandered farthest away.

Taking It Home
What does this mean for us? First, if you ever doubt that God can save you, look no
further than the prayer of the criminal. When you wonder if God can forgive your
offenses, pray the criminal’s prayer: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” Jesus has. Jesus will. Jesus forgives. Even you!
Second, Jesus’ words are a reminder to those of us who trust God’s power to save
sinners. No one is beyond his grace. This causes us to look at others differently. The
incarcerated, the greedy neighbor, our greatest enemies. God’s salvation, God’s grace
in Christ, is available to all who believe. Our heavenly Father “desires all people to be
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). To sheep that are lost,
we extend mercy. We don’t shun them. We pray for them. We long for their return.
We expect bad guys to get what they deserve, to pay for their crimes. Today, we rejoice
that Jesus gives us what we could never deserve! Salvation is ours because of our
Savior’s costly death, his precious blood.
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Questions to Accompany It Is Finished Sermon 2
Week 2—Salvation

1. Do you have a favorite “cop show”? Or a favorite movie in which justice finally triumphs? Tell about it briefly. What
makes you love it?

2. Think of a time in your life when you experienced injustice. Without dwelling on the details or the individuals
involved, share something about your struggle with the idea that “someone has to pay.” Why do you think this
feeling is so strong, so hard to resist?

3. Jesus promised the criminal, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” Read the context of this promise from Luke
23:32–43.
• Two criminals were crucified with Jesus, one on either side of him. How do the two differ from one another?

• Reread verse 41. How does this criminal understand justice? How does he see Jesus?

• How do you think this understanding led him to pray the prayer he prayed?
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Questions to Accompany It Is Finished Sermon 2
Week 2—Salvation
(continued)

4. Consider your own guilt before God. Law enforcement may see your record as unblemished, but before God, every
sin counts as a criminal act—a violation of his eternal Law.
• What makes that thought especially troubling?

• Share with your group a time when the full weight of Jesus’ sacrifice impacted you. What difference did the
realization of his undeserved love for you make?

5. Think about someone you know who appears to be a lost cause.
• What makes you see him or her as beyond salvation?

• What might you do to extend the love of Jesus to this person?

As you leave today, pray with and for one another. Share personal prayer requests. Ask the Holy Spirit to draw each of
you closer to Christ and to one another as you prepare to celebrate the Savior’s resurrection.
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Sermon 3: Forsaken

Introduction

No te s

A little girl fell asleep while her father was singing to her. She drifted off during
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.” As her breathing became rhythmic and deep, he tiptoed
out of her room. The whole house was sleeping . . . until 3:00 a.m. “Daddy!” she
screamed in terror. The girl woke up to discover her dad wasn’t there. He had been
there when she fell asleep, but at 3:00 a.m., she found herself alone in a dark room.
Each week during the weeks leading up to our celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, we
have been tracking specific words from Jesus’ passion, from his death. These are words
of life. The word for today is forsaken.
The word forsaken is a term of proximity. It implies that someone was once by your
side. Near you. Next to you. With you. And then he or she left. To be forsaken is to be
separated from someone.
We feel forsaken more often than we’d like to admit. A counselor recently told me that
isolation is one of the biggest issues he sees in his clients. A person may be surrounded
by others in a busy crowd or connected to crowds of people through technology. But,
the counselor remarked, “So many people are alone.”
Many different circumstances can leave us forsaken. A divorce or breakup can leave
us feeling forsaken. A family feud can push us to the sidelines. A hurtful comment can
leave a person on the outside. Maybe you’ve been misunderstood. Maybe a friend
didn’t come through for you or have your back when you counted on his or her loyalty.
Maybe you’ve been overshadowed or dismissed. Maybe you’ve been slandered or
gossiped about. Maybe it feels as though you’ve been put on a shelf and forgotten,
invisible to those around you.

Getting to the Heart
Forsaken. Jesus experienced that on the cross:
About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Matthew 27:46

Jesus was not the first sufferer to use these exact words. In this cry of anguish our
Savior was echoing Psalm 22. A thousand years earlier, David uttered these words
from his own place of abandonment and despair. They are honest words, words
unconcerned with polite behavior. These words are definitely not pious platitudes. The
psalm begins in groans of pain:
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the
words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I
find no rest.
Psalm 22:1-2, emphasis added
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Sermon 3: Forsaken
(continued)
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“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Do you hear the anguish in Jesus’ question? We wonder, “How could the Father
abandon his own Son? Why would Jesus—Jesus!—be forsaken?” You know the answer
to that! The apostle Paul summarizes it in these few words:
For our sake [the Father] made [Jesus] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in [Jesus] we
might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21

Because of Jesus, by faith in Jesus, you are righteous—right with God. You are
righteous! God will not forsake you. Not ever. And there’s more!
You are never alone, never forsaken in your pain. Jesus has experienced the very
depths of forsakenness. Jesus was alone in his pain so that you are not alone in
yours!
Are you forsaken? He knows.
Are you dying? He knows.
Are you attacked? He knows.
Are you alone? He knows.
Are you hurt? He knows.
You got something on your back? He knows.
Jesus was alone in his pain so that you are not alone in yours! He was forsaken so
that you will never be.
It is important to note that while Psalm 22 starts in a place of despair, that is not
where it ends. As you read Psalm 22, you will notice that the tide turns. It moves from
forsakenness to a place of deep faith. The concluding verses of the psalm describe a
point of rescue and then a feast of celebration.
I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. . . .
From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will perform before those
who fear him. . . . All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the
families of the nations shall worship before you.
Psalm 22:22, 25, 27

The last words of Psalm 22 are not words of forsakenness but words of celebration and
victory. So, too, the final words of Jesus from the cross were not “My God, why have
you forsaken me?” His final words were “It is finished”! The forsaken One is now your
Deliverer, your ever-present Help.
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Sermon 3: Forsaken
(continued)
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Taking It Home
Jesus transforms “forsaken” into a feast. He transformed a cross into a crown. He
flipped death into resurrection. Today, you may feel forsaken. But know this: Jesus
was forsaken so that you are not. Today might feel like Good Friday. You may be
experiencing pain, agony, and sorrow. But on your Good Fridays, believe that there is
an Easter Sunday. Jesus Christ is our risen and reigning Redeemer.
This week, I encourage you to read Psalm 22 every day. In it, hear the remedy for those
forsaken. Christ is Lord. Jesus is the Champion. You are his, and you are not forsaken.
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Questions to Accompany It Is Finished Sermon 3
Week 3—Forsaken

1. Many therapists have noted, “So many people are alone today.” For all our connectedness through technology, we
see a culture disconnected and so often forsaken.
• What examples can you give of people or groups that have been forsaken by others in our society?

• Think of a time when you felt forsaken. What was it like? Where did you find hope?

2. Jesus himself was forsaken at the cross.
• What do you imagine that forsakenness must have been like for Jesus?

• What do you imagine the act of forsaking the Son must have been like for the Father?

• How did our sin make this all necessary?

• How is the fact that Jesus was forsaken good news for us?
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Questions to Accompany It Is Finished Sermon 3
Week 3—Forsaken
(continued)

3. Read Psalm 22 carefully, perhaps from more than one Bible translation.
• Where do you see the transition from forsakenness to feast and celebration?

• What important context does this turning point in the psalm provide? In other words, how does it give us further
insight into Jesus’ words of abandonment, spoken from his cross?

4. Think of someone you know personally who feels forsaken today. This person could be alone, divorced, depressed,
or rejected. Brainstorm three doable ways to share good news with the person.

As you leave today, pray with and for one another. Share personal prayer requests. Ask the Holy Spirit to draw each of
you closer to Christ and to one another as you prepare to celebrate the Savior’s resurrection.

© 2020 CTA, Inc. ctainc.com Permission to make photocopies or reproduce by any other mechanical or electronic means is granted and is
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Sermon 4: Compassion

Introduction
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As we prepare our hearts to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection victory, we have been
tracking Jesus’ words from the cross. The fourth of these is a word of compassion. Jesus
said to his mother, Mary, “Woman, behold, your son!” And to his disciple, John, “Behold,
your mother!” (John 19:26, 27). As we focus on those words today, we consider the
depth of God’s compassion.
Compassion is a feeling of deep sympathy for another, accompanied by a desire
to help. In the New Testament, the Greek word for compassion implies a feeling “in the
gut.” Compassion is that churning sensation that wells up from deep inside us, moving
us to care for someone else. Compassion is a feeling that leads to an action.
For some of us, compassion comes easily. We feel for others and are moved to act. A
stranded family. A crying baby. A lost dog.
For others of us, compassion comes less readily. Sociopaths feel nothing when they
see someone in need. But you don’t have to be a sociopath to find it hard to have
compassion for someone who hurts you, betrays you, or takes advantage of you.
How do you have compassion on people who don’t deserve it?

Getting to the Heart
At the cross, we see Jesus’ unmistakable compassion. For instance, the Lord saw Mary
and John standing together nearby. Jesus said to Mary, “Woman, behold, your son!”
and then to John, “Behold, your mother!” (John 19:26, 27). Jesus saw his mother’s
agony. His compassion moved him to act in love for her. Jesus was a good son,
providing care for his widowed mother in the midst of his impending death. In these
words, Jesus asked John to care for Mary.
We can imagine that Jesus spoke these words in compassion for John as well. Now
John would have a home, a mother, and a sense of responsibility. These things would
comfort John, giving meaning and purpose in the days of darkness and change that
lay ahead.
Much of the time, it’s easy to have compassion on family members. It’s easy to have
compassion on a helpless baby or rescued, abused dog.
But how do you have compassion on the convict? Or on a greedy financial advisor who
bilks your trusting, elderly neighbor? It’s easy to have compassion on some people, but
there are countless others who do not deserve our compassion.
Some people mistakenly think that God’s compassion means he’s just nice to
everyone. Not true! God’s compassion is always coupled with confrontation. God is
just, holy. He confronts our unholiness and injustice. God stands up when something
is wrong. He judges when things aren’t right. Consider these words that describe both
God’s justice and his compassion:
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(continued)

“In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting love I will
have compassion on you,” says the Lord, your Redeemer.
Isaiah 54:8

God always couples compassion with confrontation. Always! God is always just and
merciful, righteous and loving, judging and forgiving.
There is both confrontation and compassion at the cross. At the cross, God confronts
sin. He does not excuse it. He doesn’t say, “Oh, I’ll be nice this time and just let it go.”
NO! Sin is a violation against God. A debt has occurred! Someone must pay! Someone
must die! But in compassion, Jesus says, “I’ll pay. I’ll die.”
Maybe confrontation is easy for you. But what about compassion? How do you show
compassion when it’s hard? How do you do that when someone doesn’t seem to
deserve it? To understand compassion, we have to look at God’s compassion. Consider
these two things about God’s compassion:
First, God’s compassion leads to action. Divine compassion is much more than a
fuzzy feeling. As mentioned earlier, the Greek word for compassion relates to your
guts. Your guts are moved for someone else; you feel for that person deep inside. And
that feeling deep in the gut leads to action. God’s compassion moves him to act. His
compassion moves him to rescue, to help, to deliver.
Second, God’s compassion arises precisely when his people don’t deserve it.
Throughout Scripture, compassion refers to God’s gracious disposition toward his
people precisely when they are in need or when they have rebelled. God’s compassion
arises when his people stray, betray, and wander. His compassion isn’t dependent on
their good behavior or obedience. It is aroused when they mess up, run away, turn
away, fall down, and fall out. When you’ve denied, turned, lied, and rebelled . . . this is
when God’s compassion becomes most evident!
Here are three Scriptures that demonstrate this:
Their heart was not steadfast toward him. . . . Yet he, being compassionate, atoned for
their iniquity.
Psalm 78:37–38

My people are bent on turning away from me. . . . My heart recoils within me; my
compassion grows warm and tender.
Hosea 11:7–8

But while [the prodigal son] was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.
Luke 15:20
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Taking It Home
None of us deserves God’s compassion. But we are all recipients of that compassion
precisely when we don’t deserve it. Paul writes, “While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us” (Romans 5:8). When we were more the criminal than the cute baby. When we
were more the greedy financier than the rescued dog. When it was hard, God—out of
his great compassion—chose mercy.
The more we see the cross, the clearer we see God’s heart. The more we see God’s
heart, the more we see his compassion. His saving work on the cross was not only for
his mother and friend but for his enemies. His compassion is for you and for me. Only
because of his radical compassion can we begin to mirror that same compassion in our
own lives.

Page 19

Questions to Accompany It Is Finished Sermon 4
Week 4—Compassion

1. Think about compassion.
• Tell about a time compassion came easily to you.

• In what circumstances do you sometimes find it harder to show compassion?

• What factors in yourself and in others make compassion easier or harder?

2. Imagine yourself standing with Mary and John at the foot of Jesus’ cross. The Lord is dying, dying in a gruesome way.
• What are some words you would use to describe Mary’s feelings? John’s?

• What words would you use to describe Jesus’ feelings as he watched Mary? his friend John?

• Set the words of Jesus in their context by reading John 19:16–27. How does this context make Jesus’ compassion
for others all the more remarkable?
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Questions to Accompany It Is Finished Sermon 4
Week 4—Compassion
(continued)

3. Scripture is filled with examples of God confronting sin and showing compassion, all at the same time.
• What examples can you suggest? What can we learn about our Lord through these examples?

• Are there times when true compassion shows itself in acts of confrontation? In other words, can confrontation be
the most compassionate thing we can do for another person? Explain.

• Give an example from your own life or from the life of someone you know in which true compassion led to
confrontation. (If you are sharing an example from someone else’s experience, be sure to omit names and other
identifying information.)

4. God’s compassion is more than a feeling. His compassion leads him to act.
• Name two or three tangible ways God has shown compassion to you.

• Briefly describe two or three tangible ways you have shown compassion for others.

• Reconsider your comments in response to question 1, bullet 2. How might reflecting on Jesus’ compassion for
you affect your compassion toward those you have identified as undeserving?

As you leave today, pray with and for one another. Share personal prayer requests. Ask the Holy Spirit to draw each of
you closer to Christ and to one another as you prepare to celebrate the Savior’s resurrection.
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Introduction
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For the past several weeks, we have been preparing to celebrate the resurrection
victory of our Lord Jesus using a devotional series titled “It Is Finished.” Doing so, we
are pondering each of the “last words” Jesus spoke from his cross. Today’s “word” is the
shortest one of all: “I thirst” (John 19:28).
All of us know something of what it’s like to be thirsty. You might also know that
roughly 60 percent of the human body is made up of water. Our organs are especially
well-hydrated. The brain, heart, liver, kidneys, and lungs are all 71–84 percent water.
Even our bones are 30 percent water. Obviously, water is life. We need water to survive.
Depending on our sex, age, and activity levels, we need two to three liters of water
every day. Part of this comes from our food, the rest from the fluids we drink.
Jesus said, “I thirst.” But why? Certainly, he was not at that point concerned about
optimal organ function. Clearly, survival was not at issue. Death was certain. “I thirst.”
Two simple words, filled to the brim with meaning.

Getting to the Heart
John records the “why” of Jesus’ “thirsty” words. He writes:
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.”
John 19:28

Jesus knew he was nearing physical death. He no longer needed water to sustain his
body. All was now finished, John tells us. The Lord’s words echo a prophecy from
Psalm 69:21:
They gave me poison for food, and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink.
Psalm 69 is a psalm of desperation and a cry for salvation. The psalmist expresses the
torture he’s experiencing and he calls upon God for deliverance. When Jesus spoke
these words of desperation, he received exactly what the psalmist says: “sour wine to
drink.”
Jesus spoke these words to fulfill the Scripture. Jesus experienced the desperation
the psalmist describes—in full measure. He did so while at the same time bringing
salvation. “I thirst” is an expression of suffering. By uttering these words, Jesus
indicated his full participation in human suffering. His experience on the cross was
not just like our suffering. It was our suffering, the suffering of all humanity, in the
extreme. Jesus was tortured. He was stripped of his dignity. He was degraded, mocked,
disregarded, dismissed.
These two words, “I thirst,” convey all the need Jesus experienced, humanity’s need.
Jesus fulfilled the Scripture by enduring multiple layers of suffering. The crown
of thorns. The nails. The beatings. The derision of the crowd, the soldiers, and the
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religious leaders. The suffering Jesus endured was more than physical pain. Countless
people throughout history have experienced terrible physical suffering. Many people
have even been crucified as Jesus was. It was a common Roman practice.
More than the physical suffering, Jesus’ crucifixion was a blow to his very person. The
King of kings was publicly shamed, humiliated, degraded, reduced to less than human.
The King of the universe, mocked before the eyes of all, was treated as a criminal
and worse than a criminal. The beloved Son of God was treated like an animal at the
slaughter by the human beings he created!
There is a feeling in us that arises when we see unjust suffering. We encourage each
other: “Stand up for yourself.” “Don’t back down.” “Stand your ground.” “Believe in
yourself.” Jesus uttered none of these axioms. Jesus refused to defend himself. He
simply said, “I thirst.”
We wonder: “Why did he do this? Why did he embrace such unjust suffering? Why
didn’t he stand up for himself? Why didn’t he defend his dignity?”
Hebrews 2:9 explains that by his suffering and death, Jesus “might taste death for
everyone.” Isaiah adds to this in 53:4, “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our
sorrows . . . stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted” for our transgressions.
To fulfill the Scripture, Jesus suffered our suffering. His for ours. Jesus thirsted for
our salvation. He endured our shame, degradation, and torture. He died in our place,
for our sins. People say, “Talk is cheap.” Jesus didn’t just talk. He proved his love for us
by suffering and dying—suffering the punishment we deserved, dying the death we
should have died.

Taking It Home
It is often hard for us to admit our own need, our own suffering. Maybe you are
embarrassed to share that you’re hurting. You don’t want to show weakness. You don’t
want people to pity you. You don’t want to be someone’s charity case. It is common for
people to hide their suffering.
Jesus’ words, “I thirst,” give you permission to admit your own needs, your own longing.
What distresses you today? What are you suffering? What do you long for? Cry out to
God in your pain and need. He knows and he hears.
The suffering Man who hung on the cross is now your risen King. He thirsts no more.
We hear his words of promise:
Whoever drinks of the water that I will give . . . will never be thirsty again. The water that I
will give . . . will become . . . a spring of water welling up to eternal life.
John 4:14

Praise the Savior who suffered for us, who thirsted that we may thirst no more!
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Questions to Accompany It Is Finished Sermon 5
Week 5—Suffering

1. Share a time when you were dehydrated or at least felt that way. How did it feel to finally take a drink after
experiencing incredible thirst?

2. Psalm 69 provides the context for Jesus’ words, “I thirst.” Read it.
• What parallels do you see between the descriptions in the psalm and Jesus’ experiences on the cross?

• How does the psalmist’s words and descriptions help you understand Jesus’ suffering?

• The psalmist wrote, describing his own pain, fear, and agony. We can read these words with our own suffering in
mind too. But Jesus’ misery was much, much deeper than anything we can experience. Explain the connections
among the psalmist, us, and Jesus.

3. Think about your own needs today. What are you thirsty for? What are you suffering? For what do you long?
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4. What makes it hard for people in general to admit their “thirst,” to share their suffering and their needs? List as many
answers as you can.
• Which roadblock on your list is most likely to deter you from admitting your needs to others?

• Psalm 69 promises that “the Lord hears the needy” (v.33). Tell about a time this promise proved true for you.

• How is it good news for sufferers that Jesus himself suffered?

5. In times of spiritual thirst, we are often drawn closer to the Lord through the words of the Bible or the
encouragement of others. Tell about a “dry time” when God revealed himself in a new or different way.

As you leave today, pray with and for one another. Share personal prayer requests. Ask the Holy Spirit to draw each of
you closer to Christ and to one another as you prepare to celebrate the Savior’s resurrection.
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For the past several weeks, we have been following a devotional series titled “It Is
Finished.” This series is designed to help us prepare our hearts to celebrate Jesus’
resurrection victory as we ponder each of the “last words” of Jesus, spoken from cross.
The final “word” we will consider is this: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!”
(Luke 23:46).
Would you agree that a relationship with a father is incredibly important? As humans,
we are hardwired for this paternal relationship. We all have an understanding of what
good fathers do. A good father shows up for soccer games, tucks his child in at night,
and provides for what his child needs. We know what good dads do. But sadly, we all
can think of instances in which a father is absent or even abusive.
One particular father walked out on his wife and four children. He started a new life
with a new woman in a different part of town. Over the years, he would send his
kids birthday cards in the mail. The cards would simply include “Love, Dad.” Each also
included a five-dollar bill.
This father’s four kids began to dread their birthdays because of the cards. Year by year,
the cards served as a reminder of their father’s absence, his abandonment. Receiving
a birthday card like that was worse than receiving nothing at all. It was offensive to
read the words “Love, Dad,” written by a father whose actions were the very opposite of
love. The cards destroyed any trust they might otherwise have placed in him.

Getting to the Heart
Today we hear Jesus’ words of trust in his heavenly Father. From the cross he cries out,
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” (Luke 23:46).
Before we go on, I want to acknowledge that some of you might hear the word father
and think of a parent who is unworthy of trust. We know of fathers whose hands hurt
or abuse their children. We know of fathers who are lazy or apathetic. These fathers are
unwilling to help or care. Such fathers have hands that aren’t there for their families at
all. Sometimes these fathers even abandon their children. We also know of fathers who
squeeze too tightly with their unrealistic expectations and demands. It’s very hard to
trust fathers with hands (and hearts) like these.
But our heavenly Father is different. Very, very different. He is totally trustworthy. He
is the kind of Father you desperately want to have a relationship with. How do we
know that?
You know the saying “Like father, like son.” One way we know the heavenly Father is
through his Son. Knowing Jesus, we can commit ourselves into our heavenly Father’s
hands. Jesus used his hands to heal the sick and to give sight to the blind. Jesus used
his hands to welcome little children. Jesus used his hands to wash his disciples’ feet
in an act of humble service. We can trust our heavenly Father’s hands because Jesus
allowed his hands to be nailed to a cross for us!
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Fourteen-month-old Nicholas was in the hospital. Nicholas had a very serious flesheating infection on his neck. He had had chicken pox and the infection had attacked
one of the open sores on his skin. The doctors had surgically removed the infection
and the flesh around it.
Nicholas’s neck was very swollen. The medical team worried the swelling could restrict
his breathing, so Nicholas was on a ventilator, paralyzed by drugs, and fighting this
very serious infection.
As the pastor came to visit the family, he read Psalm 31 to Nicholas’s parents in the
ICU. As he read verse 5, he paused. The verse reads, “Into your hand I commit my spirit.”
These words seemed so appropriate. There were no better hands in which to entrust
little Nicholas than the hands of our heavenly Father.
From the cross, Jesus echoed the words of Psalm 31. In doing so, he identified with
our helplessness. And he modeled for us a pattern we can follow. In times of absolute
desperation, we can always entrust ourselves into the hands of our heavenly Father.
Those hands are totally trustworthy.

Taking It Home
Sometimes in life, we are left with no other options. I think of Nicholas in the ICU.
When a small child’s life is threatened, parents feel helpless. When you see a child
lying limp in a hospital bed, hooked up to tubes and cords, you wish you could take
his place.
You’ve felt that way, haven’t you? Probably many times. You were at your wits’ end. At
every turn, you ran into a wall. You’d run out of options.
Was it a time of sickness or terrible injury? Or was it at the funeral home as you
mourned the death of a loved one? Or maybe your family was experiencing
overwhelming stress and turmoil.
We’ve all been in places where we realized we were in over our heads. We were
powerless to change the situation. Even in times like that, it is hard for us to yield, to
entrust ourselves to someone else’s care. But the Lord is worthy of our trust. Even in
the darkest night, he will not leave us. His mercy will never cease.
As difficult as these times are, they are times for trust. Helpless situations invite us to
pray, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” From the cross, Jesus showed us we
can trust those hands.
In a world of people who often let us down, our heavenly Father proves himself
trustworthy. Who better to trust than the One who brings resurrection? What better
hands than the hands that give new life? What better words than the words given to us
by our Savior, “Father, into your hands, I commit my spirit”?

Page 27

No te s

Questions to Accompany It Is Finished Sermon 6
Week 6—Trust

1. As you can do so comfortably, jot down a few words that describe your relationship with your earthly father. For
some, these will be precious words. For others, they may be difficult words.
• How can bad relationships with sinful human fathers damage our ability to trust our heavenly Father?

• How might we, as members of the family of God, help someone who struggles with this?

2. Read Psalm 31. Compare this prayer with Jesus’ situation described in Luke 23:44–49.
• How do the words of Psalm 31 expand your understanding of Jesus’ death, helping you to see it in a
different light?

• What do these two texts, taken together, reveal about the trustworthy nature of God’s hands?

3. Think of a time when you ran out of options, a time when you felt completely helpless.
• What was that experience like for you?

• Did you commit yourself into God’s hands? If so, what was that like? If not, looking back, how do you imagine the
situation might have been different? Explain.
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4. Much of the time, we rely on the people and things we can see and touch. Pharmacists. Investment accounts.
The brakes on our vehicles. What other similar examples can you name? Work together to create as long a list as
you can.

• Is it wrong to rely on these things? Explain.

• When are you tempted to trust resources you can see and touch more than you trust in your heavenly
Father’s care?

• In a practical sense, how might you fight these temptations? In other words, how might you daily commit your
life and everything else you value into your Father’s hands?

As you leave today, pray with and for one another. Share personal prayer requests. Ask the Holy Spirit to draw each of
you closer to Christ and to one another as you prepare to celebrate the Savior’s resurrection.

© 2020 CTA, Inc. ctainc.com Permission to make photocopies or reproduce by any other mechanical or electronic means is granted and is
intended for use within a church or other Christian organization, but not for resale.

Page 29

Sermon 7: New

Introduction

No te s

Duct tape is the ultimate fixer. People use it for everything. There’s a saying: “If it can’t
be fixed with duct tape, then you’re not using enough duct tape.” Someone I know
didn’t like going to the doctor, so he would often devise his own remedies for physical
ailments. Once he had knee problems, and he wrapped his knee in duct tape. He
swore that it fixed the problem.
I’ve seen wallets made out of duct tape. I’ve seen couches held together by duct tape.
I’ve seen a picture of a flat tire with the caption “Who needs a spare tire? You have duct
tape.” Many people believe that duct tape can make anything new again.
During the past six weeks, we have spent time together, focusing on our sins and our
need for a Savior. The weeks leading up to Easter (the weeks in the season of Lent)
help us to recognize that our lives are filled with all kinds of broken things—broken
relationships, broken bodies, broken promises, and broken hearts. Believe it or not,
duct tape has its limitations. All the duct tape in the world cannot repair these broken
things. In fact, for brokenness like this you need more than just a fix. You need to be
made entirely new.

Getting to the Heart
Easter is all about God’s work to make things new. We need more than a bandage. As
we deal with our sin, we need more than a few minor adjustments. To defeat death,
duct tape will never do! Our lives are not a fix-it-yourself project. That why Jesus Christ
came. He came to make all things new!
The final word Jesus spoke from the cross was “It is finished” (John 19:30). This text
may seem like a real downer for Easter. “It is finished”? Really? We could easily interpret
these words in a negative sense. We might take them to mean “I’m finished. I’m ruined.
It’s all over. It’s the end. I give up.”
But Jesus used these words much, much differently. These words point not to an
ending but a new beginning. “It is finished” means that Jesus’ saving work is
complete. His mission is fully accomplished. Sin, death, and the devil are now finished.
We needed more than a partial fix. We needed something totally new. Jesus’ death and
resurrection mean that life itself is now new!
When Jesus said, “It is finished,” his body was bloody and bruised. But the Gospel
writers make it clear that Jesus has a new body. The first witnesses of the resurrection
did not see a Savior who had been brutally tortured, battered beyond recognition.
No, they saw and touched Jesus’ resurrected, glorified body. He was not a phantom
or a zombie. It was not an illusion or a dream. He was not a ghost. He had not been
bandaged and surgically repaired. He was not duct-taped back together! His body
was (and is) entirely new. And because of that—because Jesus is risen from the
dead—your life by faith in Jesus is also entirely new.
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It’s hard to believe God is making all things new because we are so used to the
old. We are so accustomed to the fact that at some point everything is “finished.” In the
old order, things break, crack, and die. That’s why we have duct tape. We expect things
to break. Think about all the cracked and broken things in your life. Relationships. Your
body. Maybe your family. Your job. Your hectic schedule. Your anxious mind.
It is not enough just to fix you. God has to make you new. Duct tape is not enough.
C. S. Lewis once wrote, “God became man to turn creatures into sons: not simply to
produce better men of the old kind but to produce a new kind of man.” God has in
mind for you to be a new man, a new woman. Christ is risen to claim you as his new
creations. Easter is not about self-help or self-improvement. God does not want just to
patch you up, he intends to make you new.

Taking It Home
I knew a girl who suffered for years with serious depression. It was a dark period in her
life. She did many damaging things. She hurt people she loved. She pushed her family
away. She lived a very unhealthy lifestyle. She went places she shouldn’t have gone
and did things she shouldn’t have done.
One day, she woke up in a stranger’s house and had a sudden realization that this
was a broken way to live. “What am I doing?” she asked herself. From that day on,
she began to get help from her family, from her church, and from professionals. She
describes those dark days as her “old life” and these days as her “new life.” On the first
Easter of her new life, the Savior’s resurrection struck her in a whole new way. She had
always known that Jesus rose from the dead, but now she saw the impact that truth
could make on her life—here and now. She said, “Everyone wanted to fix me, and I
hated that. But I found out that God didn’t want me fixed. He wanted me new.”
When you see that God is making everything new, you can’t go back to the same old
ways. They are finished. When you’ve met the risen Jesus, you must leave some old
things behind. What is one old way that must be finished for you? An old habit? An
old sin, like greed, impatience, or an angry temper? Self-centeredness? Stinginess?
Obsession over your career, your appearance, your name, and your fame? Using others
for your own advantage?
These are just some of the old ways you must leave behind. They’ve been died for. Put
them away at the foot of the cross. When you meet the risen Jesus, you must leave
behind some old and broken ways.
Praise God that he came to us with more than duct tape. In Christ, the old way of life is
finished. A new beginning is here. Jesus brings you forgiveness, peace, and life. Christ
is risen! He is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
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Questions to Accompany It Is Finished Sermon 7
Week 7—New

1. Think of all the ways you’ve seen duct tape used.
• What’s the most unusual use for duct tape you have seen.

• Share a time when a task or a broken item needed more than duct tape.

2. Consider Jesus’ words: “It is finished.”
• What did Jesus finish?

• Why isn’t “self-improvement” enough?

• What makes the Gospel message of forgiveness and newness of life much more than mere “self-improvement”?
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3. Jesus became a true human being for us. He did not come to fix us, to make us into better people. He came to make
us new—a new kind of people!
• What do you think this means?

• What’s the difference between a patched-up version of ourselves and the “new creations” Paul writes about in
2 Corinthians 5:17? How does this idea excite and encourage you?

4. Jesus rose from the dead. Through faith in him, you have a whole new life—for all eternity. How does the newness
Jesus gives also change your life in the present? What kinds of old things can be left behind?

As you leave today, thank Jesus for the new life you have received. Also ask that he provide opportunities to share the
message of new life with someone who is open to receiving it.
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